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SECOND DRAFT OF THE PES MANIFESTO:  4 

Let’s Take Back Europe 5 

 6 

 7 

In these European elections, every citizen will be faced with a fundamental political choice. 8 

As at regional or national levels where progressive left and centre-left parties in government 9 

are making a difference for people, this is a political choice between political parties with very 10 

different ideas of the European Union.  11 

 12 

It is a choice of a progressive European Union in which member states, citizens and 13 

institutions work together to tackle challenges in the interests of people. Or a choice of a 14 

neoliberal and conservative European Union, leaving the future of our countries and people 15 

in the hands of the market. 16 

 17 

We have seen economic and social crises before. And now we see them again. The 18 

conservatives talk about them as unavoidable, that we should hope for the better. But crisis 19 

is not a law of nature. This is about political choices. We believe in change. They say adapt 20 

to the market. We say shape our future.  21 

 22 

For the past 5 years, the conservatives have had a majority in Europe. What have they 23 

achieved in this time? Did they tackle the financial crisis? Did they address rising food and 24 

energy prices? Have they fought poverty and inequalities? Is society fairer and better than it 25 

was 5 years ago? Did they support our initiatives, such as European cooperation for more 26 

and better jobs? They follow the market. We follow our convictions. Let’s turn the tide. Let’s 27 

take back Europe. This is what we want to do:  28 

 29 

1. Building a New Social Europe and a strong and fair economy 30 

2. Making Europe into a sustainable Environmental Union    31 

3. Championing women’s rights and opportunities in the European Union 32 

4. A Safer Europe for all 33 

5. Developing an effective migration policy   34 

6. Europe as a partner for peace and development  35 

 36 

This can only be achieved with a strong progressive majority in Europe. We believe that a 37 

new period of progressive reforms is fundamental if we are to secure the future wellbeing of 38 

European citizens and society as a whole. The credit crisis and dramatic rises in food and oil 39 

prices have revealed an unsustainable market system that is serving a global financial elite 40 

rather than the public good. Making ends meet is becoming an everyday struggle for working 41 

families across Europe. People are losing their jobs – almost 17 million people in Europe are 42 

jobless already. Some also risk losing their homes. Inequalities are rising: 78 million people 43 

are poor or at risk of poverty, many of them are children. Life is getting tougher for ordinary 44 

working families in Europe. The necessary investment in the future of our societies – to fight 45 

poverty, tackle climate change and ensure our common future – is being undermined. None 46 

of these developments were inevitable. The right-wing and neoliberals have pursued a policy 47 
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of blind faith in the market at every opportunity while in government and at European level - 48 

and we are seeing the effects of this now. We believe that we must re-establish fair and just 49 

rules for a social market economy that serve people and the planet. We are proposing a 50 

comprehensive progressive reform agenda for the European Union, based on our values: 51 

human dignity, solidarity, freedom, and justice. It’s a clear political choice in Europe as in 52 

each and every member state: between a conservative agenda of more market and less 53 

politics, or a new programme for change to benefit people.  54 

 55 

For us, the European Union is the missing link in the era of globalization. We cannot solve 56 

our problems in isolation from each other. Therefore European policies and resources must 57 

be targeted to face the challenges of today and of the future. If we want a Europe for people, 58 

we must develop policies for both women and men in Europe. Whether in the European 59 

institutions, in governments or in national parliaments, we, socialists, social democrats and 60 

progressive democrats, will work together for the next 5 years to achieve our 6 reform 61 

priorities for a progressive Europe.  62 

 63 

In essence, we will not allow democratic politics to stop at national borders. People are faced 64 

with the same fundamental political choices between progressives and conservatives. We 65 

progressives have the same values and goals in each election – local, regional, national and 66 

European. We can only achieve progress in our societies if we fight for the same political 67 

goals at every level. The conservatives have a majority in Europe. So let’s take back Europe.     68 

 69 

*** 70 

 71 

The challenges 72 

 73 

Citizens in Europe feel uncertain about the future. Rising food and fuel costs, the credit crisis, 74 

unemployment, poverty, pollution, security threats like terrorism and crime. In today’s 75 

globalized world, no one country can meet these challenges alone. Together in Europe we 76 

are stronger. We share the biggest economy in the world – and therefore we can create 77 

more and better jobs and reduce poverty by trading with each other and setting common 78 

standards. Our police forces can cooperate to fight crime and terrorism. We share the same 79 

environment in Europe and therefore we can only fight climate change and its effects if we 80 

work together with the same goals. Solidarity is a cornerstone of the European project from 81 

which we all gain. For us, free movement of labour must give all workers equal social and 82 

labour rights in Europe, providing them with more freedoms and opportunities. It should 83 

never lead to social or wage dumping. This is the progressive Europe we want of strong and 84 

equal member states and citizens.  85 

 86 

Europe is one of the richest regions of the world, but some argue that we can no longer 87 

afford high social standards. Conservatives and neoliberals claim that globalization 88 

makes it necessary for people to work longer and harder. But socialists and social 89 

democrats know that globalization does not make this inevitable – only bad politics 90 

does. The global difficulties of the last two years with rising food and energy prices and 91 

slowing growth has affected people all over Europe. Inequalities are rising, between the rich 92 

and the poor, those with jobs and those without, between the exploited and the privileged, 93 

between men and women. The conservatives and neoliberals have been passive in the 94 

face of these changes: they think the market alone will take care of it. But Europe is the 95 

biggest common economic and labour market in the world – we have the capacity to ensure 96 

that it serves people, workers and businesses. Europe needs a new progressive reform 97 

agenda. 98 

 99 

The European Union is making efforts to tackle migration, but we need to do more and 100 

better. Legal migration must be based on equal rights and duties. Asylum is a fundamental 101 
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human right for those fleeing from persecution. We must ensure that immigrants can 102 

integrate for their benefit and for the benefit of the communities where they live. Illegal 103 

migration and human trafficking must be stopped. 104 

 105 

The threats to democracy and citizens’ rights continue: terrorism, crime and extremism cross 106 

European borders. We have to step up European action to stop these developments from 107 

threatening the lives and freedoms of citizens within our borders. The European Union must 108 

also act outside its borders to promote peace and development, which will increase our 109 

security while benefiting people in poorer countries.  110 

 111 

By acting together in the European Union, member states will strengthen their voice and 112 

influence on world affairs in the long term.  113 

 114 

The financial crisis has hit people hard. It has shown us that unregulated markets can have 115 

direct consequences for people’s lives: higher inequalities between excessively paid 116 

executives and underpaid workers; people threatened with losing their jobs or homes and 117 

healthy companies loaded with debt. We want to help the people who have been hit get back 118 

on their feet. All citizens in Europe should have decent work to enjoy a decent life. We want 119 

businesses to grow and invest in more and better jobs and new technologies. Financial and 120 

economic crises are not a law of nature. We can do something about it – through enhanced 121 

cooperation in Europe. We want a social market economy; the conservatives and 122 

neoliberals want a market society. That is the difference between the progressive left 123 

and the right-wing.  124 

 125 

Climate change is the biggest market failure the world has ever known. It has revealed that 126 

the market, determined as it is by economic interests, does not protect the environment. It is 127 

a global problem needing a global solution. Conservatives and neoliberals all talk about 128 

climate change. But we believe in more than just talking: we want concrete and 129 

realistic actions that promote the environment, green jobs and a sustainable 130 

economy. Energy is now a fundamental security issue for Europe as we import 50% of our 131 

energy needs, a figure which could rise to 70% by 2030. We must rely on each other in 132 

Europe to increase our energy independence, using environmentally-friendly energy sources 133 

produced in Europe. Conservatives and neoliberals believe in business as usual, 134 

leaving it to the market. We believe in turning Europe into a sustainable Environmental 135 

Union – independent, sustainable and secure.  136 

 137 

We want a strong and progressive Europe. Let’s turn challenges into progress for all. The 138 

conservatives and neoliberals focus only on the costs connected to change. We 139 

believe in creating new opportunities for all from change. We believe in solidarity 140 

between generations, not the right-wing individualism that can only lead to conflict between 141 

us. Most of the proposals we make can be realised within European budget resources, while 142 

the remaining rely mainly on enhanced cooperation between Member states. Our people’s 143 

manifesto for a progressive Europe proposes the policies we need to face our common 144 

challenges.  145 

 146 

Vote for change in Europe. 147 

 148 

 149 

 150 

 151 

 152 

 153 
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 154 

*** 155 

 156 

The proposals 157 

 158 

 159 

1. Building a New Social Europe and a strong and fair economy 160 

 161 

The global financial and economic crisis is hitting our economies and people all over Europe. 162 

The real wages and purchasing power of ordinary people are being undermined. We will not 163 

look passively on at these developments. We have learnt from the past that by working 164 

together we can revitalize Europe, on a social, environmental and competitive basis. Our 165 

welfare states are a formidable achievement of the twentieth century. But they cannot survive 166 

without regaining economic growth and full employment. Existing inequalities and new global 167 

challenges are together placing new pressures on our welfare states and create a risk of 168 

permanent social divides in our societies: between the children of poor and the children of 169 

rich families, between the low-skilled and the highly educated, between immigrants and 170 

native Europeans, between men and women. A new European social democratic reform 171 

agenda is fundamental in order to extend the opportunities of globalization to all citizens and 172 

make a positive difference to people’s lives.  173 

The European Union is the biggest economic and labour market in the world. European 174 

cooperation should be re-launched to create more and better jobs, achieve real equality 175 

between men and women, fight exploitation and poverty, prevent the decline of people’s 176 

purchasing power and ensure workers’ rights. We believe in a social market economy. 177 

The conservatives and neoliberals believe in a market society. We believe in expanding 178 

opportunities to all people in Europe. They simply believe in business as usual and letting the 179 

rich get richer to the detriment of everyone else. Vote for change in Europe.  180 

 181 

For people, workers and businesses 182 

 183 

1. We propose a green growth plan to create 10 million new jobs by 20201,  184 

where the full benefits of green technologies can be made available to all 185 

citizens. This plan will revitalize Europe’s economy in the face of the current 186 

financial and economic crisis.  187 

2. We propose a European pact against wage dumping, which as its central 188 

element sets out the need for decent minimum wages in all EU member 189 

states, agreed either by law or through collective bargaining, applying to their 190 

citizens and to migrant workers. For all those who are retired, unemployed, or 191 

unable to work, we demand a needs-based social welfare benefit in all 192 

European countries which must guarantee a life of dignity regardless of other 193 

entitlements from the social security system. 194 

3. We propose to prevent unfair tax competition in the EU and ensure the proper 195 

financing of Europe’s welfare states.  196 

4. We want to expand and make more widely available EU funds - namely the 197 

Globalization Adjustment Fund - to help workers retrain in cases of job losses 198 

and anticipate changes due to climate change and technological shifts. 199 

5. We intend to prevent exploitation of workers and to strengthen workers’ rights 200 

to information, consultation and collective bargaining. We cannot accept 201 

uncertainties about workers’ rights and collective agreements. That is why the 202 

latest European Court judgements on wage earners’ and workers’ rights – 203 

including the Laval case – makes it necessary to improve European 204 
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legislation. Therefore a revision of the EU Posting of Workers Directive is 205 

essential. 206 

6. We want young people to have better rights when they gain work experience. 207 

We propose to establish a European Charter for Internships. 208 

7. We propose to work towards full and equal access to lifelong learning, with 209 

special attention to second chance education and training, supported by 210 

European, national and regional policies. We propose to expand EU funds for 211 

education and training exchanges between people of different European 212 

countries for example to apprentices and older people. 213 

8. We want to strengthen consumer rights by giving new rights for collective 214 

redress. 215 

9. In light of the ageing of Europe’s population and the objective of enabling full 216 

employment and gender equality, we propose for the EU to adopt targets for 217 

elderly care coverage.  218 

 219 

For a social market economy 220 

 221 

10. We will seek agreement on a European Social Stability Pact, proposing goals 222 

and standards for national social and education policy to contribute to the 223 

social and economic development of the European Union. We propose a 224 

social progress clause in every piece of European legislation and independent 225 

social and environmental impact assessments to prepare new legislation. 226 

11. We propose to establish a European legal framework for public services - 227 

guaranteeing universal and equal access for citizens, quality, local autonomy 228 

and transparency, so that European competition and business rules do not 229 

run counter to citizens’ rights. 230 

12. Europe’s economy has suffered due to the global financial crisis. We want to 231 

introduce better rules for transparency, efficiency and accountability in the 232 

financial market, including respect for workers’ rights.  233 

13. We propose to introduce a European statute for associations, mutual societies 234 

and foundations to support the development of the social economy in Europe. 235 

 236 

 237 

*** 238 

 239 

The proposals 240 

 241 

2. Making Europe into a sustainable Environmental Union  242 

 243 

A sustainable Environmental Union means working together to improve the environment, 244 

transform the economy, create new jobs and better living conditions in Europe. For the 245 

conservatives the fight against climate change is only about costs. They want to delay action 246 

and water down European climate legislation. They say: “Not now – later; not as ambitious 247 

as that, that’s too costly”. We are convinced that we can combine a greener Europe with 248 

more jobs and opportunities. We want to tackle climate change now for the sake of our 249 

children and grandchildren.  250 

 251 

European and global action now will cost 1% of world GDP. Delaying action will cost us 5-252 

20% in lost prosperity. And not doing anything will put life on earth at risk. Europe has 253 

already introduced new legislation on renewable energies, reducing car emissions, and 254 

introducing a better emissions trading scheme, including aviation, to reduce greenhouse gas 255 

emissions. The European Union must now take the lead in achieving a new global climate 256 

agreement for the post-2012 period. We will also be able to re-focus the European budget on 257 
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the future and towards environmental sustainability. But we have to do far more to save the 258 

planet, while supporting people, businesses and workers. Rising fuel poverty shows us that 259 

energy is a fundamental question of social justice. Vote for change in Europe.  260 

 261 

For people 262 

 263 

14. We propose that the EU invest in helping people reduce their energy costs: 264 

heating and fuel prices are increasing for individuals and households. We are 265 

seeing a huge rise in fuel poverty throughout Europe. We need an alliance 266 

between the EU, governments and regional and local authorities to help 267 

people reduce their energy costs by funding energy efficiency in homes (for 268 

example, insulation, energy efficient boilers), ensuring energy companies are 269 

acting fairly and responsibly towards consumers in their pricing and consumer 270 

policies, and by decentralising green energy supply (such as local renewable 271 

energy networks). 272 

15. We want the EU to carry out a social audit of its environmental and energy 273 

policies to develop measures to prevent these policies hitting the poorest 274 

hardest.  275 

16. We propose to reinforce the EU’s external energy security policy increasing 276 

our energy independence in relation to energy-producing countries outside the 277 

EU. A European Common Energy Policy should be based on sustainability, 278 

source diversity and solidarity between member states in the case of energy 279 

crisis.  280 

 281 

For European businesses and workers 282 

 283 

17. We commit to creating 10 million new “green” jobs by 2020, through our green 284 

growth plan, of which 2 million alone in the renewable energies industry. We 285 

want Europe to become a global leader in green technologies and products. 286 

Promoting exports of green technologies would benefit both Europe and the 287 

world. This is where many new jobs will be in the years to come, as the 288 

demand for green technologies will rapidly increase across the world. In the 289 

EU, member states need to involve all levels of government in order to jointly 290 

stimulate green growth through a coordinated strategy of major public and 291 

private investments in the economy, including large-scale R&D programmes in 292 

alternative energy sources. 293 

18. We propose to establish a Green Skills Programme to train workers across 294 

Europe for the “green” jobs of the future – using new resource-efficient 295 

technologies in their everyday work and training people to work in new green 296 

industries like renewable energy.  297 

19. Europe must become the number 1 region in the world for railway and 298 

maritime transport for goods and individuals. The only way to stop a huge 299 

increase in air and road traffic polluting our skies is to ensure a more 300 

competitive and affordable high-speed rail network as well as clean and 301 

efficient maritime transport in Europe, connecting all major European cities. 302 

 303 

For the planet  304 

 305 

20. The EU should reach 30% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, 306 

leading international negotiations to obtain a global target for emission 307 

reductions by the end of 2009. 308 

21. We propose that the European Union take the initiative to establish a global 309 

energy and development forum, bringing all world nations together to define a 310 

long-term vision of energy and sustainable development of the planet. 311 
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22. We propose to introduce a comprehensive EU climate directive where targets 312 

and actions in every sector not already covered by existing law – energy, 313 

agriculture, food, building and transport – are put together to enable the Union 314 

to reach its emission targets. Actions in every sector are needed if we are to 315 

reduce emissions in an efficient way. 316 

23. We are committed to establishing one seat for the European Parliament to 317 

eliminate up to 20,000 tonnes CO2 emissions per year2 caused by travel 318 

between the two current seats of Brussels and Strasbourg.  319 

 320 

*** 321 

The proposals  322 

 323 

3. Championing women’s rights and opportunities in the European Union 324 

 325 

Significant progress has been achieved towards equality between women and men in recent 326 

years, largely thanks to the efforts of socialists, social democrats and progressive democrats 327 

in partnership with progressive women’s organizations. However, there are lingering 328 

inequalities which stop both women and men from living their lives as they wish as 329 

individuals, employees, parents and citizens. Women still earn on average 15% less than 330 

men for doing the same work and are much more likely to be unemployed, inactive or in low 331 

quality jobs. This is all the more alarming given the rising risk of poverty in single-parent 332 

households and amongst the growing numbers of female pensioners. In some parts of 333 

Europe, men hardly have any rights and support to take parental leave when their children 334 

are born. Women often have to choose between having children and pursuing the career 335 

they want. Working families find it hard to balance their professional and personal 336 

responsibilities. We can achieve change as demonstrated by the European countries with the 337 

highest numbers of women in the workforce – having gone furthest towards women’s rights 338 

and opportunities – which are also those with the highest birth rates. There are still few 339 

women in politics after over half a century of having gained the right to vote and stand for 340 

election across Europe. And exploitation and the violation of rights in the form of trafficking of 341 

women or domestic violence, amongst other abuses, continue to blight the lives of millions. 342 

We believe that strengthening women’s rights and opportunities will lead to significant 343 

economic, social and democratic progress for all citizens in our societies. 344 

 345 

Socialists, social democrats and progressive democrats are spearheading gender equality 346 

initiatives that benefit both women and men. We have campaigned relentlessly to increase 347 

childcare places in the EU, resulting in the creation of (x) new places over the past few years 348 

in countries where we are in government. Now we propose to introduce a new generation of 349 

initiatives to create real equality between women and men in the European Union. The 350 

conservatives and neoliberals talk about gender equality without creating the 351 

necessary conditions for it, due to their fundamentally paternalistic view of women 352 

and the family. We are ready to be frontunners in making gender equality a reality for 353 

women and men across Europe.  354 

 355 

24. We propose to create a European Women’s Rights Charter for the 356 

improvement of women’s rights and opportunities throughout the EU in the 357 

social, economic and political arenas.  358 

25. We propose to implement improved parental leave rights for men and women 359 

across Europe.  360 
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26. We intend to pursue equal political representation of women and men in all 361 

decision-making bodies at European level. We will campaign for a gender 362 

equal European Commission and a gender equal European Parliament.  363 

27. We believe that women and men should be able to share caring 364 

responsibilities equally and reconcile these with their professional 365 

engagements. In order to support this goal, we propose for the Member states 366 

to fulfil their quantitative targets of 33% child care coverage for 0-3 year olds 367 

and 90% coverage for 3 to school age children and adopt complementary EU 368 

qualitative targets for child care.  369 

28. We will lead the fight to end the gender pay gap, which is a fundamental 370 

condition for   improving living standards, fighting poverty and raising 371 

economic growth. 372 

29. We propose to support women entrepreneurs to broaden their opportunities 373 

and possibilities to create new jobs. 374 

30. We will promote women’s sexual and reproductive rights throughout the EU.   375 

31. We propose to step up European efforts against the trafficking and sexual 376 

exploitation of women and children through judicial and police cooperation.  377 

32. We propose to support member state efforts to combat domestic violence 378 

through all appropriate EU programmes and funds.  379 

 380 

 381 

*** 382 

The proposals 383 

 384 

4. A Safer Europe for all 385 

 386 

We believe democracy and citizens’ rights are crucial to securing people’s living conditions. 387 

No matter who we are or where we were born, people in Europe share the same basic 388 

values about the kind of society we want to live in. We want people to live in a safer Europe, 389 

with high living standards, decent work and a safe and clean environment. The European 390 

Union is based on human rights, non-discrimination and respect for all. We view diversity in 391 

many forms – cultural, linguistic, religious – as one of Europe’s great riches. We believe that 392 

children need to be better protected against poverty and exploitation so that wherever they 393 

live in Europe they have equal chances in life. For Europe’s socialists, social democrats and 394 

progressive democrats, democracy, transparency and accountability in European decision-395 

making are fundamental principles. We want all people living and working in Europe to 396 

participate in deciding their future. We believe in active democratic consultation and 397 

participation, as we have shown by conducting an open and public consultation on the 398 

priorities for this manifesto.  399 

 400 

However, there are still threats to citizens in today’s world. Member states of the European 401 

Union must work more closely together to ensure the security of our countries and our 402 

peoples. We must stop criminal networks from operating within Europe, organizing human 403 

and drugs trafficking and gun crime. We can ensure a safer Europe through strengthened 404 

cooperation in the European Union.  405 

 406 

Conservatives and neoliberals talk about these principles of democracy, participation, 407 

citizens’ rights and security: we want to invest all our efforts in making them a reality. 408 

Vote for change in Europe.  409 

 410 

For citizens’ rights  411 

 412 
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33. We commit to ensure full respect for citizens’ rights contained in the European 413 

Charter of Fundamental Rights in all European policies, notably through the 414 

implementation of a horizontal anti-discrimination law.  415 

34. We propose to ensure the full achievement of the freedom of movement for 416 

all, without discrimination, through applying the principle of mutual recognition 417 

to all legally recognized marriages and partnerships in one of the Member 418 

States. 419 

35. We will ensure that democracy, transparency and accountability are 420 

cornerstones of all reforms to European institutions.  421 

36. We propose that the EU develops a strategy on children's rights so that 422 

children wherever they live in Europe enjoy the same rights. 423 

37. We advocate giving a more important role to regions and local authorities in 424 

European affairs through their greater participation in matters relating to their 425 

competence and given their growing role in the dissemination and 426 

implementation of European policies. We will promote discussion of European 427 

questions at sub-national level. 428 

 429 

For European security and the fight against crime and terrorism  430 

 431 

38. We propose to strengthen police, judicial and security co-operation against 432 

crime and terrorism. The fight against terrorism under the rule of law should 433 

be a priority of priorities for the EU. We will continue to promote a common 434 

European policy for the fight against terrorism, including support for the work 435 

of the EU Special Representative for the fight against terrorism in cooperation 436 

with third countries. 437 

39. We want the EU to lead an international initiative against money laundering 438 

and tax evasion. 439 

40. We propose to strengthen European cooperation to fight against drugs. 440 

41. We propose to ensure that the EU establishes coherent catastrophe 441 

prevention tools. 442 

 443 

 444 

 445 

*** 446 

The proposals 447 

 448 

5. Developing an effective migration policy  449 

 450 

Handling migration is one of the key challenges facing member states of the European 451 

Union. Europe’s socialist, social democrat, labour and democratic progressive parties commit 452 

to tackling this on the basis of our values of fairness, democracy, human rights and solidarity. 453 

The fight against illegal migration and human trafficking, ensuring a just asylum policy for 454 

those fleeing persecution, achieving fair and responsible legal migration – based on Europe’s 455 

needs for labour and migrants’ rights – and integrating migrants in our societies with equal 456 

rights and responsibilities. The conservatives have not given humane answers to the 457 

challenges of legal or illegal migration. They have played the fear factor instead. They 458 

have not diminished the divides among people; there are ghettos and unrest. We 459 

understand people’s concerns about migration. That’s also why we want reforms. The 460 

answer is not ghettos or xenophobia, but real reforms ensuring integration, fighting illegal 461 

migration and trafficking and working to create a better life for people in poorer countries 462 

outside Europe. Migration policy is primarily an issue for national decision-making. But we 463 

also know that European cooperation is fundamental for an effective migration policy. This 464 

can only be achieved with a strong progressive majority in Europe. Vote for change in 465 

Europe. 466 
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 467 

42. We propose to establish common standards for legal migration into the 468 

European Union, in full respect of member state sovereignty to decide on 469 

migration levels and selection.  470 

43. We propose to establish a European Charter for the Integration of Migrants, 471 

based on equal rights and responsibilities and mutual respect, which should 472 

be coordinated closely with admissions. We want an integration policy that 473 

establishes an ongoing process of achieving inclusive citizenship, participation 474 

and representation, as well as rights and duties for all citizens. We therefore 475 

want to promote action at the appropriate levels (local, regional, national or 476 

European) such as language or cultural training, which supports the full 477 

integration between migrants and their new communities of residence. 478 

44. We propose to step up European efforts against illegal migration through a 479 

common External Border Control policy, improved cooperation against human 480 

trafficking organized by criminal networks, and partnership agreements with 481 

third countries. We must work together with third countries to ensure an 482 

effective management of migration while supporting their own economic and 483 

social development.  484 

45. We support the establishment of a Common Asylum Policy, based on fair 485 

asylum rules for those fleeing persecution and on international human rights 486 

rules and burden-sharing amongst European member states.  487 

 488 

 489 

*** 490 

The proposals 491 

 492 

6. Europe as a partner for peace and development  493 

 494 

The European Union should be a frontrunner in advancing peace, based on sustainable 495 

social and economic development worldwide. The PES believes that Europe should have a 496 

stronger common voice in the world to shape a better future for our citizens and the planet. 497 

We must work together for peace, partnership and eradicating poverty worldwide. This is a 498 

question of our own future development and security as well as of solidarity with other 499 

countries and peoples. Europe is already an active global player, but we must increase our 500 

influence and impact. If we fail, European member states will become less and less relevant 501 

in world affairs. Conservatives and neoliberals believe that foreign policy is simply 502 

about self-interest or the use of force. Solidarity is the key difference between them 503 

and us. We believe that foreign policy must be guided by international law. It’s about 504 

building partnerships and securing peace together. The EU must step up its conflict-505 

resolution, peace-keeping, and humanitarian efforts in crisis zones. We must remove the root 506 

causes of conflict and terrorism in the world. Development policy towards poor, developing 507 

countries must be targeted and innovative, for example by supporting the important role of 508 

women as motors for development in these countries. This can only be achieved with a 509 

strong progressive majority in Europe. Vote for change in Europe.  510 

 511 

For peace and security 512 

 513 

46. The EU should increasingly work on conflict prevention, resolution and post-514 

crisis management abroad, by improving the joint capacities of European 515 

countries and sharing the burden of peace-keeping missions, in the framework 516 

of the United Nations in crisis zones.  517 

47. We propose to step up European efforts in favour of international 518 

disarmament, including strengthening international agreements on arms 519 

control and non-proliferation as well as making the EU Code of Conduct on 520 
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weapons exports more restrictive and transparent. We want a world without 521 

nuclear weapons.  522 

48. We want the European Union to actively promote an Alliance of Civilizations 523 

through the United Nations, strengthening dialogue and partnership between 524 

the world’s peoples and cultures, as a means to enhance world peace and 525 

security. 526 

49. We propose to increase defence cooperation amongst European member 527 

states, without influencing the characteristics of the defence and security 528 

policy of member states. The new European defence initiative should be 529 

developed in full complementarity with NATO.  530 

 531 

For partnership 532 

 533 

50. We believe the future of the Western Balkans lies within the European Union. 534 

We will welcome conclusion of membership talks with Croatia, once all 535 

membership criteria have been met, and will support the start of European 536 

Union membership negotiations with all other Western Balkans countries. The 537 

European Union is not a “Christian club”. We support an open-ended process 538 

of negotiations with Turkey, based on clear criteria, and believe that both 539 

Turkey and the EU should fulfil their respective commitments.   540 

51. Stability in neighbouring countries to the EU is as important as enlargement. 541 

We want to strengthen our neighbourhood partnerships. We propose the 542 

creation of a Black Sea Union and an Eastern Partnership to strengthen our 543 

cooperation with Europe’s Eastern neighbours. The EU must also hold a 544 

structured dialogue with Russia, including democracy, human rights and 545 

enhanced cooperation including a new Baltic  Sea regional initiative.   546 

52. We want the EU to play an active role in resolving conflict in the Middle East, 547 

also by harnessing the efforts of the international community. For this 548 

purpose, we will continue to support the strengthening of Euro-Mediterranean 549 

relations, for economic and social development on the basis of human rights 550 

and democracy.   551 

53. We propose to relaunch Europe’s transatlantic partnership with the new 552 

Democratic leadership of the United States of America.  553 

54. We want to promote and give support to regional integration and development 554 

processes in other parts of the world, for example in South and Central 555 

America, and to build upon existing cooperation agreements. We believe that 556 

relations with China and India should encourage improved human rights, 557 

social and environmental standards alongside opening markets. We propose 558 

to renew the Africa-EU Strategy to strengthen relations to solve common 559 

challenges and support the long-term development of Africa.  560 

 561 

Eradicating poverty 562 

 563 

55. We want to step up efforts to eradicate poverty, achieve sustainable 564 

development and social justice in the developing world, notably through the 565 

UN Millennium Goals. Therefore, we propose to reinforce European work to 566 

achieve international development goals by achieving new, innovative sources 567 

of financing, in addition to delivering existing European aid commitments, 568 

notably attributing 0.7% GNI to development policy, in a more coordinated, 569 

efficient and targeted way.  570 

56. We propose to include human rights, decent work and environmental 571 

standards in free trade agreements negotiated and concluded by the 572 

European Union and in delivering development aid to other countries. 573 
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57. We propose to address the global food crisis by working to prevent further 574 

speculation on food prices through better regulation of the financial markets 575 

and developing a new generation of aid, agricultural production policies. 576 

58. We propose to increase EU support and technology transfer for developing 577 

countries to adapt to and fight climate change so that poverty eradication 578 

efforts are supported by new sustainability measures. 579 

 580 

*** 581 

 582 

Vote for Change in Europe in June 2009 583 

 584 

In these European elections, the vote of every citizen will count.  585 

 586 

It is a fundamental political choice.  587 

 588 

It is a choice of a progressive European Union in which member states work together 589 

to tackle challenges in the interests of ordinary people.  590 

 591 

Or a choice of a neoliberal and conservative European Union, leaving the future of our 592 

countries and people in the hands of the market.  593 

 594 

Europe’s socialist, social democrat, labour and democratic progressive parties want to create 595 

a new progressive left majority in the European Parliament. We want to create this majority in 596 

order to achieve our people’s manifesto, our 6 reform priorities for a progressive Europe. 597 

Let’s take back Europe: 598 

 599 

1. Building a New Social Europe and a strong and fair economy 600 

2. Making Europe into a sustainable Environmental Union against 601 

 climate  change   602 

3. Championing women’s rights and equality in the European Union 603 

4. A Safer Europe for all  604 

5. Developing an effective migration policy  605 

6. Europe as a partner for peace and development   606 

 607 

We have listened to people through a public consultation on our priorities. We now intend to 608 

act on what we have heard by taking action on the basis of this people’s manifesto. Together 609 

we will make a difference.  610 

 611 

Vote for change in Europe in June 2009.  612 

 613 

 614 

 615 

 616 

 617 

 618 

 619 


